Dr
W. Philip began his experiments with a view to ascertain the modus operandi of certain poisons; but, finding it impossible to arrive at an accurate knowledge of this subject, without a previous acquaintance with the principle on which the action of the heart depends, and the relation which subsists between the sanguiferous and nervous systems, and that the best writers on these subjects contradict each other, he was led to the Oct. experiments-and observations which we are about to consider. It seems surprising that, on subjects of such importance, and on which so much has been written, there should still be so much room for inquiry.
By the earlier writers it was believed that the heart, as well as every other part of the system, derives its power from the brain, and Haller was the first who, by decisive experiments, proved this opinion to be erroneous. He shewed that the heart is capable of performing its functions after the brain is destroyed ; and, indeed, in the acephalous foetus, we find it performing them where the brain has never existed.
From his experiments, he was led, perhaps too hastily, to conclude, that the heart is wholly independent of the nervous system. This opinion was adopted by many; and Bichat, in particular (lieclierches Phys. sur la Vie et la Mort,) has made various experiments to prove that the heart cannot be influenced through this system. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10,11,12, 13, 14, 15, 10, and " 4. That the power of both is independent of the nervous system. Exp. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 18, 19-" Exp. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6', 7, 8, 10, 11, 18, 
